
 
 

HOLMBRIDGE CRICKET CLUB – OPERATING PROCEDURES 
 
This document has been prepared to assist teams playing at Holmbridge Cricket Club (the “Club”) 
to prepare for their visit and to outline the adjustments to normal matchday operating procedures 
that have been put in place in response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Whilst the Club 
believes it has taken reasonable steps in relation to the revision of its operating protocols, visitors 
to the Club attend at their own risk. In line with ECB guidelines for the Return of Recreational 
Cricket, participants should be aware that there is an increased risk of transmission associated with 
partaking in a socially distant group activity such as cricket and their attendance at our ground and 
their participation in the match is entirely voluntary. 
 
A full risk assessment is available on our website: https://www.holmbridgecc.co.uk. 
 
Visiting Teams are requested to familiarise themselves with the ECB Return to Cricket Plan for Step 
4, July 2020 in relation to the revised playing protocols which apply to games. 

 
BEFORE ATTENDING THE GROUND 
 

• Visiting teams are requested to have put in place arrangements reminding players to check 
for symptoms of COVID-19 prior to playing (high temperature, new persistent cough, loss 
of taste/smell) and to request that players who are symptomatic, those living in a 
household with a confirmed or possible COVID-19 infection and those who have been 
asked to self-isolate under the NHS Test and Trace system do not attend the ground. 

 
• Players are requested to add hand sanitizer to their kit bags. Whilst sanitizer stations will 

be available at the ground, it is the responsibility of each team to put arrangements in 
place to enable compliance with the 6-over hygiene breaks outlined in the ECB Guidance. 

 
• Players should attend the game changed and ready to play. Our changing rooms will be 

closed, save for use of the toilets as outlined below. 
 

• In line with ECB Guidelines, players should bring their own food for consumption at the 
tea interval. Players should also bring their own drinks, including those which are required 
during the drinks breaks. Unfortunately, at this stage we are unable to open the bar in our 
Clubhouse either before or after the game. 

 
• In line with guidance issued by Kirklees Council, we are requesting that no spectators 

attend the game to enable the total number hosted at the ground on match day to be 
less than 30. Visiting teams are requested to communicate this to those non-players who 
they are aware may be planning on attending the game. Where the attendance of 
spectators is unavoidable (for example parents accompanying junior players to the 
ground), the guidance from Kirklees Council is to remain in your car, or where this is not 



 
 

possible, spectate separately from other households in a socially distant manner. We have 
designated the area immediately to the left as you enter the ground as the spectator area 
for a maximum of 8 spectators. 2m spaces have been marked to enable social distancing 
to be maintained. Spectators are requested to bring their own chairs for seating. The 
visiting captain should collect details of any spectators accompanying their side and 
should pass these to the home captain for track and trace purposes. 

 
• Visiting teams are requested to attend the ground no more than 30 minutes before the 

scheduled start time of the game to give us sufficient time to prepare the ground and to 
limit interactions ahead of the game. 

 
• When on site, please maintain a 2m social distance from other participants, particularly 

during warm-up, during the tea break and once the game has finished. We have set the 
ground up in order to facilitate this. 

 
FACILITIES AT THE GROUND 
 

• Entry to the ground is via the small gate in the North East corner of the ground, 
immediately behind the bus stop on Woodhead Road. There is no parking available 
within the ground and players should park on the road. 
 

• Visiting team players have been allocated a bench for use during the game on the 
pathway to the North of the ground, immediately in front of the large stone wall. The 
bench furthest from the entrance has been allocated to the visiting team (i.e. the left 
hand bench as shown on the attached Ground Plan). 2m spacings have been marked on 
the bench indicating where players should sit. Kit should be placed on the bench 
between the 2m markings to keep the pathway clear. The bench should be accessed by 
walking down onto the pitch, along and then up the steps to the far end of the benches 
as indicated on the attached Ground Plan (or walking to the far end of the ground and 
then back up the tarmac pathway towards the bench).  
 

• A hand sanitizer station has been placed between the players’ benches as indicated on 
the attached Ground Plan. A further hand sanitizer station is available next to the 
scorers’ table as indicated on the attached plan. Please sanitize your hands on entry to 
the facility. 
 

• Players are requested to use all available space for warm-ups and in particular they are 
requested not to congregate in front of the players’ benches. 
 

• Gents toilets for the visiting team are available in the visitors changing rooms in the 
Clubhouse. These are accessed via the pathway to the right of the Clubhouse as you 
approach. A cone has been placed immediately to the side of the doorway. Please place 



 
 

the cone in the middle of the doorway to indicate that the changing rooms are 
occupied, leaving the main changing room door open. Please move the cone back to the 
side of the doorway once you have finished. Handwashing facilities are available in the 
toilets. 
 

• Female toilets are available in the Umpires Room, accessed by the external stairway to 
the right of the Clubhouse as you approach. A similar process to that outlined above 
should be used to indicate occupancy.  
 

• Players are requested to pad-up outside at the player’s benches. If privacy is required, 
the visiting team changing rooms can be used (or the Umpires Room/female toilets for 
any female players), but please use the changing rooms one person at a time, indicating 
occupancy in the manner outlined above. 
 

• An area for umpires and scorers has been designated on the decking in front of the 
Clubhouse as indicated on the attached Ground Plan. The Home Team scorer will have 
responsibility for changing the scoreboard during the game. 
 

• The Home Team captain will request details of the Visiting Team players, umpire and 
scorer together with those of any spectators accompanying them. These details will be 
kept for 21 days to assist the NHS Test and Trace efforts. 
 

• Players are asked to minimise the valuables that they bring to the ground given that 
there is no lockable room available for players. We recommend that players keep 
valuable items in their own vehicles. 
 

• In the event of rain, players should return to their own vehicles to maintain social 
distancing. 
 

DURING THE GAME 
 

• As many will be aware, Holmbridge is a small cricket ground, bordered by houses to one 
side and a river with houses beyond to the other. It is highly likely that the ball will leave 
the field of play during the game, especially when Holmbridge are bowling! It is 
recommended that you bring plenty of spare match balls with you! 
 

• If the ball ends up in the river during the game, there is an access ladder immediately 
opposite the home team dressing room (as indicated at point 3 on the attached plan) 
from which balls can be retrieved. There is a pair of wellington boots for the Visiting 
players to wear which will be kept next to the Visiting Team’s scorer. Players should 
sanitize their hands after putting the boots on and then sanitize their hands again after 
returning the boots to the scorer’s area having retrieved the ball. 



 
 

 
• Players should exercise social distancing when going to retrieve the ball from other 

areas. If the balls enter one of the houses adjacent to the ground players should not 
attempt to retrieve the ball during the game. The Home Team captain will attempt to 
retrieve any balls at the end of innings and if that is not possible, arrangements will be 
put in place to return any balls subsequently found. 
 

AFTER THE GAME 
 

• As indicated above, unfortunately the Clubhouse bar will not be open after the matches.  
 

• Players should maintain social distancing when leaving the ground. 
 
 

 


